
That railroad stop put Hutto on the map, literally, and
sparked the growth of the community that still thrives
today. While Hutto wouldn’t officially incorporate until
1911, those early railroad days mark the true beginning of
its story.

Now for the part everyone remembers.

According to local legend, in 1915 a circus train rolled into
Hutto and stopped at the old depot to take on
passengers. During the pause, circus staff tended to the
animals, and that’s when things got interesting. Their
hippopotamus decided it was done with train life, hopped
off, and wandered toward Cottonwood Creek.

Hutto’s story begins in 1876, long
before it was even an incorporated
city. The town took shape when a
train station stop was established
along the newly completed
International and Great Northern
Railroad line running from Palestine
to Round Rock. 

The History of Hutto, Texas



The depot agent immediately sent a telegraph to
neighboring towns with a message that has gone
down in Texas folklore:

“Stop trains. Hippo loose at Hutto.”

Eventually, the hippo was wrangled, loaded back onto
the train, and the circus continued on its way. But
Hutto? Hutto never forgot.

By 1923, the runaway hippo was still the talk of the
town and even appeared on official high school
graduation announcements. Not long after, the hippo
was officially adopted as Hutto’s mascot, cementing
its place in local history.

And as Hutto proudly says today…the rest is history.
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